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badge, the father of the actor, whose marriage I sup-
pose to have taken place about that time. If this
conjecture be well founded, our poet, we see, had an
easy introduction to the theatre 6.

6 Among Mr. Malone's collections for this Essay, is a copy of a
grant, or rather confirmation, of arms to John Heminges. I
know not if he had satisfied himself that this was the person of
whom he is here giving an account. If it were so, the above ac-
count of his birth and family must be erroneous. I annex the in-
strument alluded to. Bo SWELL.

" TO 'ALL AND SINGULAR
Persons as well Nobles and others
to whom theis Presents shall come
Sir Willm Segar Knight alias
Garter Principall King of Armes
sendeth his due Salutacions and
Greeting : Know Yee that whereas
aunciently from the begyning yt
hath byn a Custome in all Coun-
tryes and Comon Wealthes well
governed that the Use and bear-
ing of certeyn Markes in Shieldes
(coriTonly called Armes) have byn and are the only signes, and
demonstracions either of Prowesse and valoure atchyved in times
of Warre, or for good lyfe and civill Conversation frequented and
used in tymes of Peace, being diversly distributed according to
the Deserts of the Persons dementing the same: Amonge the
which Nomber I find JOHN HEMINGS of London GENT, of long
tyme Servant to Queen Elizabeth of happie Memory, also to King
James hir Royal Successor and to King Charles his Sonne
now raigning which JOHN was Sonne and Heire of GEORGE
HEMINGS of Draytwiche in the Countye of Worcester GENT :
whoe did beare for his auncient Coat Armour ORE ON A CHE-
VERON SABLE THREE PHAYONS OF THE FIRST BETWEEN THREE
LIONS HEADS ARRASHED OF THE SECOND LANGUED GUELES
And for his Creast or Cognisance ON A HEALME THE CHAP-
PEAU OF ASUB.E DOUBLE INDENTED ERMINE A LION JACENT OF
THE SAME LANGUED AND ENARMED, MANTLED AND DOUBLED, AS
IN THE MARGJBNT ARE DEPICTED All which Armes and Creast I
the said Garter by virtue and power of mine Office confirm allow
and establish unto the said JOHN HEMINGS and his Hieres for
ever and that it shall be lawfull for him and them to use beare
and shewe forthe the same at all tymes and in all places at his
and theire free liberty and

"In Witness whereof I the said Garter Principall King of Arms

